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THE DECEMBER EXHIBITIONS 
The galleries devoted to pissing exhibi- 
tions were occupied, from December 6 to 
December 22, by a number of collections 
representing different artistic media. The 
largest of these shows was the Annual Exhi- 
bition of Art Crafts, comprising original de- 
signs for decorations, and examples of crafts- 
manship embodying artistic design. The 
catalogue listed more than fourteen hundred- 
worki, and comment on special features is 
impossible. The elaborate showing of tapes- 
tries from the Herter looms was notable, and 
the exhibit of pjtteries by M. Taxile Doat 
and Mrs. Robineau of University City, St. 
Louis, attracted much attention; these items, 
as well as many smaller exhibits of individual 
work, made clear the fact that the standard 
of the art crafts' in America is rising rapidly, 
especially in the matter of finish and work- 
manlike technique. The Alumni Association 
of Decorative Designers was prominent in 
the management of the exhibition. 

Two individual exhibitions of paintings 
were shown at the same time with the art 
crafts, one by Mr. Henry Rankin Poore of 
Orange, New Jersey, and one by Miss Jane 
Peterson of Elgin, Illinois. Mr. Poore' s 
work, divided into the seasons of autumn, 
winter and spring, showed carefully studied 
moods of landscape, many of them composed 
with figures. The prevailing motifs were 
bare and rocky hill slopes, and the light 
effects of approaching storm with men and 
oxen working in the fields. 

Miss Jane Peterson, who has been a pupil 
of Arthur Dow, Brangwyn, Sorolla, and 
other modern masters, showed a gallery filled 
with large and frequently brilliant sketches, 
many of them from Venice, Spain, Algiers — 
in fact, all the most bizarre and picturesque 



sketching grounds of the old world. Her 
impressions are vivid, and the manner of 
handling dashing in the extreme. 

The Atlan Club showed numerous exam- 
ples of ceramic painting, much of it indivi- 
dual and appropriate in design, and all show- 
ing a very high standard in execution. 

A joint exhibition of the Photo Pictorialists 
of Buffalo, and the Chicago Photo Fellows 
completed the list of December exhibitions. 

The close of the loan collection of pictures 
owned by Mrs. Potter Palmer, occasioned a 
re-hanging of the galleries in the south range, 
and two of the smaller rooms were hung with 
American works from the permanent collec- 
tion, including some new purchases of the 
Friends of American Art. These rooms 
show something of the interest which will 
soon be seen in the representation of Ameri- 
can paintings in the permanent collections. 

The Friends of American Art have pur 
chased the group, "The Solitude of the 
Soul," by Lorado Taft, and have ordered it 
carved in marble. The group, in the origi- 
nal plaster, has been in the Institute for sev- 
eral years, as a loan from the sculptor, and 
has been deservedly popular with connoisseurs 
and the public. It is a work which should 
gain much in artistic quality through the ren- 
dering in marble, and the decision of the 
Friends to purchase it has met with great 
satisfaction . 

The Antiquarian Society, in co-operation 
with the Colonial Dames, is planning an ex- 
hibition of interesting specimens of old silver- 
ware, to be shown in the Antiquarian Room 
late in January. There will be a lecture by 
Mr. W. K. Cowan on the exhibition, which 
is being gathered from various private collec- 



